
VOLUME 36, ISSUE 3 FALL 2012

Saluting our
Most Worshipful Grand Master

Stephen J. Ponzillo, III
and his wife

Lady Marie



The Maryland Free State Freemason is published four 
times annually for the members, families and friends of 
Ancient and Accepted Masons of Maryland. The views 

expressed in the Maryland Free State Freemason do not 
necessarily reflect those of the Grand Lodge of Maryland, 

or its officers.

SubmiSSionS & General inquirieS
Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons of 

Maryland
304 International Circle
Cockeysville, Md. 21030

Office: 410-527-0600
Fax: 410-527-1276

office@glmd.org

Submitted articles should be between 250 and 600 words, 
and whenever possible, relevant high-resolution images 
with proper credits should be included. Check details at 
the left hand panel. Articles are subject to editing and, 
if published, become the property of the Grand Lodge 

of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons of Maryland. No 
compensation is given for any articles, photographs, or 

other materials submitted or published.

VOLUME 36, ISSUE 3 SUMMER 2012

M a k i n g  g o o d  M e n  b e t t e r

VOLUME 36, ISSUE 3 FALL 2012

Saluting our
Most Worshipful Grand Master

Stephen J. Ponzillo, III
and his wife

Lady Marie

Grand Master’s Message  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .4

2012 Annual Communication Agenda   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .5

"Why Race to Become a Master Mason?"   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .6 

A Journey of Discovery   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .8  

News from Our Collateral Bodies  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 10

Scottish Rite  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 10 

Maryland DeMolay  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 11

Maryland Masonic Service Awards  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 12

Maryland Masonic Homes Wish List  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 13 

Thank You to Our Lodges   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 13

Masonic Charities of Maryland  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 14

MCM Maryland Student Assistance Program   .  .  .  .  . 14

MCM Scholarship Program   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 14

Free State FreemaSon articleS 
and advertiSementS 

Deadlines for submitting articles & information  
for publication in the Free State Freemason:  
the 1st day of March (Spring), June (Summer), 
September (Fall), and December (Winter)  
These dates are firM and can not be changed due to 
printing schedules.

article SubmiSSion
These points should be followed for articles submitted 
for inclusion in the Free State Freemason publica-
tion:  
PHoToGraPHS & arTWorK
Original pictures or pictures from a  digital camera on 
disk are fine–use the highest resolution. Ink jet prints 
or newspaper pictures will not reproduce satisfac-
torily. If you desire the return of pictures, they must 
have submitting individual’s name and address on the 
back. Pictures should have accompanying documen-
tation detailing who is in the picture and what the 
picture represents if not accompanied by an article.  
TeXT & CoPY
articles must be typewritten. articles can be 
submitted to the editor by e-mail, fax, regular 
mail or dropped off at the Grand lodge office. 

advertiSing 
The Free State Freemason is now offering adver-
tisement space for anyone wishing to promote their 
business in our publication. The printable area on 
each page is 71/2˝ x 10˝ 

Please use the following dimensions: 
business Card–2˝ x 31/2˝ 
quarter Page–33/4˝ x 5˝ 
Half Page–5˝ x 71/2˝ or 33/4˝x 10˝ 
Full Page–71/2˝ x 10˝

Pricing for Single issue annual–4 issues
business Card - $75.00  $250.00(Save $50.00)
1/4 Page - $200.00   $700.00(Save $100.00)
1/2 Page - $400.00  $1,400.00(Save $200.00)
Full Page - $700.00    $2,500.00(Save $300.00)

advertising guidelines:
Your artwork should either be mailed or e-mailed to 
the Grand Lodge office at office@glmd .org. We will 
accept .jpg, .bmp, and .pdf formats. We can not ac-
cept graphics embedded into .doc files. All requests 
for alterations must be made prior to the issue’s 
deadline.  If you have any specific questions about ad 
submissions, please contact the Grand Lodge office at 
office@glmd .org or (410) 527-0600

Freemasonry is the oldest fraternal organization in the 

world . It is dedicated to promoting improvement in the char-

acter of its members . a mason is taught to be a good citizen, 

to be of good character, to care for those less fortunate, and to 

give back to his community .

The masonIc FraTernITy contributes over $1 Billion 

each year to its philanthropic pursuits . over $750 million of 

that in the United states alone . The crippled children’s and 

Burns hospitals sponsored by shrine masons are world fa-

mous for their ability to help those most in need .

Freemasonry traces its roots to the middle ages . It is 

from associations of stone masons, who built the magnifi-

cent cathedrals, castles, and monasteries of europe that the 

fraternity started . eventually, these groups began to accept 

members who were not actual working masons . at that time 

they adopted  the term “accepted” masons, and Freemasonry 

was born .

The maryland Free state 
Freemason fall issue saluting our 

most Worshipful Grand master 
stephen J . Ponzillo, III and

his wife Lady marie

1787 2012
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Grand Master’s
meSSage

This issue of the Free State Freemason 

is our Fall issue and we are looking forward to 

the excitement and tradition of Harvest Home Day, 

the Oktoberfest, the october 13th  Fellowcraft  and 

master mason Degree Conferral, lodge anniversaries, 

degree conferrals and our Annual Communication 

which culminates our 225th birthday Celebration. 

We do hope that as many of you as can will support 

these events.

The Annual Communication will be marked by 

important decisions on Constitutional amendments. 

We will utilize a new electronic voting system which 

will speed up and assure even greater transparency 

in our decision making.

at the Annual Communication we will conclude 

the evening with the installation of officers. i know 

that brother Gerald e. Piepiora will serve you with 

dedication as the 72nd man to occupy the Grand east 

of this Grand lodge. i pledge to him my loyal sup-

port and best wishes.

i wish to thank all of you for the privilege offered 

me in serving as your Grand master. i can assure 

you that i have enjoyed this opportunity and hope 

that the time and efforts expended will prove to have 

moved the Grand lodge to an even better future.

in april of 1968 i became a master mason. For 

seven years prior to that i was in the Order of DeMo-

lay. For over  44 and a half years i have been afforded 

the opportunity to work with dedicated brothers in 

the noble cause of serving others and contributing 

to making each of us a “ little better” as we worked in 

the masonic quarries.

none of us can predict the future with certainty 

but it is my belief that maryland Freemasonry has 

only a bright future.

my eternal gratitude to all who have encouraged, 

supported, provided good counsel and brotherly 

advice to me these past several years.

To be most Worshipful Grand master is a chal-

lenge, an opportunity to effect change, help others, a 

time consuming splendid burden. i have enjoyed it, 

will miss it, yet look forward to the future and ser-

vice to our new leaders. God bless our Grand lodge, 

my supportive family and each of us in promoting 

and living the brotherhood.

Sincerely and fraternally,

Stephen J. Ponzillo, III

Grand Master

A Chance to Win

The STephen J. ponzillo, Jr. MeMorial library and MuSeuM is holding a 
unique fundraiser by raffling off a very rare complete set of Harvest Home Day Cornhusking 
Coins.  dating to the very first cornhusking which took place in 1928, the set includes 
one of every version of the coins minted to commemorate the day.  raffle tickets 
are available from the grand lodge office for a donation of $20.00 each.  only 
500 tickets are available.  The drawing will take place when all tickets are sold.

2012 AnnuAl CommuniCAtion AgendA
The agenda for the Grand lodge of maryland’s annual Com-

munication has been established. The weekend will start with 
the Grand master’s banquet on Friday, november 16th in the 
Grand lodge ballroom. The event begins with a reception start-
ing at 6:00pm followed by dinner at 7:00pm. appropriate dress 
for the evening is formal. Tickets are $50 per person.

on Saturday, november 17th, the annual Communication 
will commence at 10:00am. The Grand lodge will be called off 
at noon for refreshment. The men’s luncheon will then take 
place in the Grand lodge ballroom. Tickets are required to at-
tend the luncheon at a cost of $17 per person. no tickets will be 
sold at the door. The annual Communication will then recon-
vene at 1:00pm. all lodge officers and past masters are requested 
to be attired in tuxedos, aprons and jewels of office. other mas-
ter masons in attendance are asked to wear dark business suits.

There are three Proposed amendments to the Constitution 
to be voted on at the annual Communication. 

 the FirSt ProPoSed amendment will establish 
entered apprentices as dues-paying members of their lodge 
with certain limitations, such as: 1) they will have the right to 
vote only when the lodge is open in the first degree; 2) they can-
not be elected or appointed to a lodge office; 3) they can only sit 
in lodge when it is open in the first degree. entered apprentices 
who do not progress beyond the first degree can continue to be 
members of the lodge as entered apprentices as long as they 
continue to pay their dues. Similar rights and limitations will 
apply to Fellowcrafts.

the Second ProPoSed amendment proposes to 
enact a three dollar annual assessment for each member to sup-
port the maryland Child identification Program (mDCHiP). 
This would begin on January 1, 2014 and last ten years or until 
the Grand lodge of maryland decides to discontinue the pro-
gram, whichever comes first. The funds from this assessment 
would be dedicated exclusively to the use, maintenance and sup-
port of mDCHiP.

the third ProPoSed amendment would delete 
the sentence from the Constitution which currently reads as 
follows, “A Grand Secretary who has served ten (10) consecutive 
elective terms as Grand Secretary, and a Grand Treasurer who has 
served ten (10) consecutive elective terms as Grand Treasurer shall 
not be eligible for re-election or appointment to his respective office 
for one year after his last term in that office.”

Following the annual Communication, a Dinner will be held 
in the Grand lodge ballroom at 5:30pm. Dinner is open to all. 
again, tickets are required. The cost is $25 per person.

The weekend will culminate with the open installation of 
rWDGm Jerry Piepiora and his Grand line. The installation is 
open to all, and will begin at 7:00pm.

Tickets for the banquet, luncheon and Dinner are available 
at the Grand lodge office. The last day to make reservations is 
november 2, 2012. Cash checks and all major credit cards are 
accepted. •
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10701 York Road, Cockeysville
410- 628-2888

keithnusinovjewelers.com
Monday thru Friday 10-6, Saturday 10-5

Fine jewelry     Custom Designs     Expert watchmaker
Appraisals    Estate sales     Jewelry Repair done on premises

Gold Buying Services (MD license # 2328)

 







The jeweler of the Grand Lodge,
offers a line of Masonic jewelry and gifts. 
Choose from watches, tie tacks,  cufflinks,

wallets and more! 

Join Deputy Grand Master Piepiora and Sovereign Grand Inspector General Mills

  on a Masonic cruise of the caribbean 
aboard the Celebrity eclipse®

CateGorY  rate Per PerSon
Inside Stateroom  $2,012.00
Balcony Stateroom  $2,250.00
Concierge Class Stateroom $2,780.00

  ArrIveS  DePArtS
02/23   Ft. Lauderdale   4:30
02/24  At Sea
02/25  At Sea
02/26  St. Thomas 9:00 a.m. 6:00 p.m.
02/27  St. Maarten 8:00 a.m. 5:00 p.m.
02/28  Antigua 8:00 a.m. 5:00 p.m.
03/01  St. Lucia 9:00 a.m. 6:00 p.m.
03/02  Barbados 8:00 a.m. 5:00 p.m.
03/03  Grenada 8:00 a.m. 5:00 p.m.
03/04  At Sea 
03/05  Aruba 8:00 a.m. 10:00 p.m.
03/06  Curacao 8:00 a.m. 5:00 p.m.
03/07  At Sea
03/08  At Sea
03/09  Ft. Lauderdale 7:00 a.m.

Rates include all taxes and government fees, and are based on double 
occupancy. If you need the rates for a single, triple, or quad cabin, please 
call to request that information. Call early to request your stateroom for 
best availability. Cruises Plus always recommend that you purchase travel 
insurance, please inquire when call for specific details on insurance. For 
more information about the cruise, please call Judy Warsaw at Cruises 
Plus, 410.494.1414 or toll free at 800.395.9550.

Planning for airfare, pre or post cruise hotel packages and transfers are 
underway and will be availble soon. We are also planning on a pre-cruise 
get-together in the fall to answer all of your last minute questions.

More information about the cruise, please call Judy Warsaw at Cruises Plus, 410.494.1414 or toll free at 800.395.9550

DGM Piepiora & Lady Deneise SGIG Mills & Lady Brenda

the beautiful celebrity eclipse will be sailing round-trip from Ft. Lauderdale, visiting St. Thomas, 
St. Maarten, Antigua, St. Lucia, Barbados, Grenada, Aruba and Curacao on February 23rd, 2013 and 
you don’t want to miss it. February is a wonderful time for travel, and this cruise is very popular. Join 
The Deputy Grand Master, Gerald Piepiora and the Sovereign Grand Inspector General, Marlin Mills 
and travel on one of Celebrity’s newest and most beautiful vessels.

EntErEd ApprEnticEs–LimitEd mEmbErship 
“Why the rACe to beCome A mAster mAson?”

over the past 226 years, maryland has chosen a number of 
different methods in which to require proficiency in passing 
from one degree to the next. at the present time, we require 

a candidate to memorize a number of 
answers to preselected questions 

before advancing. is there a better 
way to judge whether a candidate 
is properly prepared? unfortunate-

ly, that’s the subject of another article. 
We do know, however, that there are as 
many different opinions on advance-

ment as we have members.  many 
wish it to be more of an extended 

process, allowing the candidate 
to study in detail some of the 
more esoteric topics. others 
see the catechism process as 
simply a stepping-stone to oth-

er masonic activities.
overwhelmingly, though, the 

catechism process we now have is 
THe desired method by the membership.

is there a way to allow a longer time for ad-
vancement and also keep the expedited process (other request-
ing dispensations)? 

our present Constitution requires ea’s and FC’s to advance 
within one year from their preceding degree or be dropped from 
the rolls of their lodge. Further, they do not become official 
members until receiving the mm degree. if we follow our Con-
stitution to the letter, no ea or FC could participate in a pub-
lic event or receive a memorial Service. although temporarily 
eliminated by a recent Grand master’s edict, it is only temporary.

is it time to make an adjustment in the requirements of be-
coming a “member”? 

if we allow an entered apprentice to become a member with 
limited rights, the above issues are resolved. There would be no 

penalty for failure to advance. The “candi-
date” would advance per an agreed sched-
ule with his instructors. as a member, he 
is recognized as such by the lodge and the 
Grand lodge. However, the restrictions 
in becoming an officer, joining appendent 
bodies, and participating in lodge busi-
ness (other than in an ea lodge) remain 
in effect. 

There are no other effects to the lodg-
es. noTe: even the Grand lodge assess-
ments will be delayed to new ea members. as an added bonus, 
the Grand lodge office will stop calling the Wm’s constantly for 
candidate updates.

i hope each member reads carefully the proposed amend-
ment (located elsewhere in this newsletter).  a number of our 
sister jurisdiction have already made this change which has re-
sulted in the refocusing on candidate desires and easier record 
keeping.  

-Gerald E. Piepiora, RW Deputy Grand Master •
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notes from The stephen J . Ponzillo, Jr . memorial Library & museum 

a JOUrNeY OF reDISCOVerY
highLights from thE coLLEction 
By: Edward Heimiller, Curator 

as the Grand lodge celebrates its 225th anniver-
sary (1787-2012) and recounts its rich history, 
remember the library and museum serves as 

the main repository for the items which witnessed that 
passing of time. established sometime in the 1830’s by 
members seeing the need to preserve the memory of the 
heroes of the american revolution, the Grand lodge of 
maryland expanded the collecting parameters and accu-
mulated a vast array of material that encompasses blue 
lodge, Grand lodge, York rite, Scottish rite, Shriners, 
eastern Star and other masonic affiliated organizations. 
in 1892 with the founding of the maryland masonic Vet-
erans association, the collection for the first time came 
to be referred to as the museum. From 1892 until 1945 
the maryland masonic Veterans association oversaw the 
daily operation of the museum. They then decided to 
transfer the collections to the Grand lodge of maryland, 
who employed a curator to catalog the collection. in 2006 
the library and museum were separated from the Grand 
lodge of maryland as a nonprofit tax deductible charity. 
named after Past Grand master Stephen J. Ponzillo, Jr. 
(1926-2000), in recognition of his support in maintain-
ing the collection after the move to the new masonic 
Temple next to the maryland masonic Homes at bonnie 
blink, the library and museum now flourishes at its new 
location in Freemason’s Hall, built in 1994 adjacent to the 
Grand lodge in Cockeysville. 

in 2009 with the reinstatement of the position of cura-
tor, the process of undertaking a complete inventory of 
the museum’s holdings was started. as part of this pro-
cess items are currently being entered into a searchable 
computer database containing information on each item, 
including a full description, date, provenance, historical 
notes, and photographs of each item. Hard files are also 
being maintained. as a result of inventorying and updat-
ing the catalog many items have been rediscovered in the 
collection, such as Thomas Jefferson’s paper knife given 
to the museum in 1959 by the widower of Jefferson’s great 
granddaughter, Sarah randolph Hammerslough (1871-
1959). it is also now known that the museum’s collection 
of masonic regalia dating back to the 1770’s is not only 
one of the largest in north america, but also one of the 

most comprehensive as well with almost every 
state in the union represented in addition to 
more distant jurisdictions, such as Panama 
and india. While inventorying the collection 
a number of important books and documents 
have also surfaced in the library and muse-
um’s holdings, now housed in the archive. 

The archive serves as the repository for 
rare books, manuscripts, prints, and photo-
graphic material in the collection. often re-
quiring special care, these items are overseen 
by the museum under the supervision of the curator. un-
like the library, which is open to the general public, the 
archive has restricted access. However, items housed in 
the archive are available upon request, evaluated on an 
individual basis. items from the archive play a critical 
part in the museum’s displays, both as a research source 
in documenting items in the collection and by being on 
display themselves. items that are currently on view from 
the archive include correspondence from famous mary-
landers such as Governor William Paca (1740-1799) and 
Francis Scott Key (1779-1843). Presidential memorabilia, 
a favorite of recent visitors, includes the letter from Presi-
dent Harry S. Truman (1884-1972) that accompanied the 
stone carved with an operative mason’s mark removed 
from the White House during renovations in 1950 and 
presented to the Grand lodge of maryland in 1952. as 
a result of the re-cataloging, this past year two handwrit-
ten notes to Secretary of State William H. Seward (1801-
1872) from President abraham lincoln (1809-1865) 
from 1861 were rediscovered among the papers stored in 
the archive. Given to the museum in 1912 by William 
H. Speed of landmark lodge, no. 127, these items are 
among many treasures packed away decades ago now be-
ing sorted through. 

The most valuable books in the collection are also 
stored in the archive. Comparable to documents in the 
national archives and Smithsonian museums, these 
books because of their rarity, age, and condition are sel-
dom handled. They include copies of the first publication 
by the Grand lodge of maryland, the 1797 Ahiman Re-
zon by George Keating (?-1842), including the person-

alized copy owned by Peregrine lethrbury 
(dates unknown), the second Grand master 
of the Grand lodge of maryland elected in 
1791. The oldest book in the collection, a 
copy of the biblia Sacra published in 1482 
in Venice by Franciscus renner, de Hei-
lbronn with commentaries on the scrip-
tures by the eminent French theologian, 
nicolaus de lyra (c.1270-1349) with other 
additions, purchased on a tour of europe 
by Past Grand master anthony Kimmel 

(1798-1871) between 1850 and 1852, is stored in the 
archive (this bible is considerably older than the oldest 
bible in the Supreme Council Scottish rite (Southern 
Jurisdiction, uSa) at the House of the Temple in Wash-
ington, D.C., the 1572 Nouum Testamentum). 

also under the auspices of the archive are lodge led-
gers, account books, minutes, as well as master mason 
certificates. many of these early certificates are particu-
larly noteworthy. While many of the earliest certificates 
are completely handwritten and decorated with drawings 
of masonic symbols others have beautifully engraved de-
piction of masonic iconography.

it is too early to comprehend the full extent of material 
held in the collection. Currently many of the recent redis-
covered items are on view for visitors to enjoy.  Progress 
will continue as time and funds permit. as the cataloging 
of the collection comes ever closer to being completed 
the potential of this rich source comes closer to being re-
alized. 

Since 2006 the library and museum has relied solely 
on the generosity of private contributions to cover opera-
tion expenses. in order to establish an endowment The 
Stephen J. Ponzillo Jr. Memorial Library & Museum of the 
Grand Lodge of A. F. & A. M. of Maryland is part of the 
Grand lodge of maryland’s gifting campaign and is now 
listed on the 2012 Combined Federal Campaign and may 
be found on their website, www.cfcnca.org, under chari-
ties. The museum is currently open Tuesday, Wednesday, 
and Thursday from 10 to 4 by appointment and may be 
contacted at museum@glmd.org. Special arrangements 
may be made for group tours for other times. •

http://www.cfcnca.org/
mailto:museum@glmd.org
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THe

Grand Master’s aPPeal
To beneFiT
THe STePHen J. Ponzillo, Jr.
memorial librarY anD muSeum

In this, the 225th anniversary Year of the founding of The grand lodge of maryland, we can all look back with pride on the history of our 

Fraternity. That pride was evidenced by the wonderful turnout for our series of celebratory events which took place over the past few months. 

maryland masons who attended the Gala 225th anniversary banquet or the Semi-annual Communication are now proudly wearing the special 

medal commissioned to recognize this important milestone.

Due to this tremendous response, i am announcing that all maryland masons will now have the opportunity to own  

and wear a special commemorative medal crafted for the Grand lodge of maryland’s historic 225th anniversary.

The medal is our gift to you for your tax-deductible gift of $35 to The Stephen J. Ponzillo, Jr. Memorial Library and Museum.  

Your gift of $50 or more entitles you to the medal personalized with your name on an engraved plate.

our library and museum is charged with the important task of conserving and displaying our vast collection of masonic literature and artifacts.  

The collection requires archival storage and protection in order to ensure our legacy as maryland masons is preserved for posterity. 

all proceeds of this appeal will go directly to The Stephen J. Ponzillo, Jr. Memorial Library and Museum so they can continue to carry out  

their vital mission. Won’t you consider making a tax-deductible donation to this cause today?
Sincerely and Fraternally,

Stephen J. Ponzillo, Jr.   moST WorSHiPFul GranD maSTer

sCottish rite 
By Ill . marlin L . mills sovereign Grand Inspetor General in maryland

Greetings to all. i hope this issue finds 
everybody well and off to a great start for 
fall. There has been a tremendous amount 
of activity around maryland this past 
summer. i think more lodges worked 
though the summer than i can ever re-
member. What a great sign for maryland 

masonry. There are new men in lodges, in the lines and in the 
collateral bodies. The Scottish rite supports all lodges in their 
efforts and if a speaker is ever needed for a lodge, we would be 
more than happy to provide one as needed.

This fall the Scottish rite and York rite bodies have joined 
in a historic joint reunion. it is possible to join one or both 

organizations, see great work and meet 
new men from across both bodies. 
it's not too late to consider becoming 
a part of one or both great masonic 
organizations. i would also like to invite 
everyone and their families to join the 
Scottish rite annual Christmas Program, "The Sweet Magic of 
Christmas" on December 16 at 2:00pm. There will be a special 
program for children who are always welcome at the Scottish 
rite. admission is free, but donations are accepted. inclosing, 

may i wish everyone a holiday season and all the blessing of 
good health and happiness always. •

mArylAnd demolAy
By Dad Carl A. Michel, Jr., Executive Secretary

Happy Fall from Maryland DeMolay! We again bring 
you exciting news coming from our Jurisdiction. We be-
gin with our Annual conclave held at Salisbury University 
on August 2nd, 3rd and 4th. This year was themed after the 
Olympics which were going on in London. All those who 
were registered were placed into teams and competed in a 
Septathalon of games that only our crackerjack Conclave 
Committee could put together! Our executive Officer, 
Dad William C. eppig was thrown into the mix as one 
of the targets in the water balloon shot put and the guys 
loved it! After the Annual Softball game between the Che-
valiers and DeMolays and the Chevaliers being victorious, 
the following day brought the Installation of Officers and 
Banquet. Bro. Joseph Speck was installed State Master 
Councilor, Bro. Sepp Duncan-Panzer and Bro. Matthew 
Linder were installed as State Officers. Grand Master 
Ponzillo along with Deputy Grand Master Piepiora were 
in attendance along with most of our Masonic Family 
leaders. We are always humbled by the outpouring of 
support from our Masonic leaders taking time to travel to 
Salisbury to be with us each year.

News from our new Chapters is very encouraging. 
Bowie chapter is continuing to involve their newest mem-
bers and striving to continue to bring in more members. 
We thank those advisors who are working diligently to 
expand this Chapter. savage chapter has been busy! We 
have been pleasantly surprised to see how active these 
Brothers have been. Just one of their more notable activi-
ties was assisting Solomon’s Lodge by painting the front 

of the lodge building after it had been struck by 
graffiti! 

Some of the most exciting news thus far has 
come from the Dundalk area! Dundalk chapter held its 
first Installation in many years. Grand Master Ponzillo 
was asked to install the officers of this new Chapter be-
cause he is a Past Master Councilor and Past State Master 
Councilor from Dundalk. Grand Master pulled together 
an Installing team consisting of all Senior DeMolays from 
Dundalk. After the officers were installed and during 
his remarks, Grand Master Ponzillo presented Dundalk 
with their original Charter which had been saved several 
years ago when someone mistakenly threw out much of 
Maryland DeMolay’s history. The Chapter returned the 
favor by calling Grand Master Ponzillo, his mom, wife 
and granddaughter to the altar. Once all were in place, the 
Chapter informed Grand Master that they had decided to 
change the name of the chapter to the stephen J . Ponzillo, 
Jr . chapter in honor of Grand Master’s father and the 
commitment that the Ponzillo family has shown to Mary-
land DeMolay and Dundalk chapter in particular. It was a 
special moment for Grand Master and his family.

We look forward to bringing you more news of good 
deeds and continued Masonic assistance.  If you have a 
son, know a neighbor, nephew or young man between 
the ages of 12 and 21, be sure to consider giving them the 
option of having DeMolay in their lives and beginning the 
journey that all of you are now engaged. Until next time, 
For God, For Country, For DeMolay! •
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mArylAnd mAsoniC serviCe AWArds
in each issue of the Free State Freemason we recognize our brethren who achieved service award status 

during the previous quarter.   Sincere congratulations to these brothers who reached 50, 60 and 70 years of 
service between may 1st and august 31st, 2012!

70 Year MeMberS
edward Attman 25
Calvin eastwood  181
Leonard Getterman  89
Lawrence McGlade  215
Clarence rappold, Jr.  166
James taylor  179
Ira todd, Jr.  147

60 Year MeMberS
richard Berge   93
William Bosley, Jr.  219
ralph Bowers  123
Lloyd Bowling, Sr.  150
Wilton Brewington  198
ralph Buser  131
ralph Cage, Sr.  166
Frank Clark   150
Stanley Curtis  179
ernest Cutler  89
Henry Diener, Jr.  116
John Douthirt, III  102
William Dulling  219
Joseph ely  208
Harley Fickus  51

Harold Garner  195
Milton Gelb  195
Keene Gooding  88
Charles Harle, Jr.  183
Clifford Herrman  130
James Hobbs  70
vernon Keilholtz  205
Charles Kelly  66
James Moore  202
robert Musch  184
Francesco Musorrafiti  89
Benjamin Oliver  217
George Pahl  182
John Phillips  106
Harold Pilcher  89
Daniel Powell, Sr.  222
Leonard Schuman  25
William Seabreeze  181
Joseph tydings, III  123
John Watkins  116
Jerome Zimmerman  25

50 Year MeMberS
Chester Affron  227
John Bartles, Sr.  84
William Beard  183
Donald Broad  188

George Burleson  222
Norman Busch  25
Joseph Carter, III  183
Warren Chamberlin  106
Frank Clark, Jr.  116
Clayton Collins, Jr.  153
edward Curley, Jr.  188
Maurice Dashiell  182
Donald Donat  84
Carl eicker  101
George elbon  222
Paul elliott  179
ronald esler  13
rev. James Fox  58
Dean Griffin  46
Henry Guy  147
Jack Hall  215
robert Heavner  131
Kenneth Hessenauer  183
Jack Holliday  131
Paul Hummer 58
George Hutschenreuther  183
Saul Ingber 195
George Johnson   115
Clifford Keffer  51
John Knickman, Jr.  93
Theodore Landskroener  115
Phillip Lange   174
robert Lee  170
Martin Marvel 116

Oscar McMullen  130
John Miller  188
Allen Muir  106
Charles Murphy 182
richard Pairo  209
John Proakis  184
Theodore Provenza  219
richard rinehart  58
Milton robertson, Sr.  142
George Schammel, Jr.  222
Franklin Shambaugh 131
Dale Slayton  213
John Slotke  51
John Smalley  174
robert Stevens  89
William tarant  89
edmund Thomas  183
David Thomas  230
Frank Thomas  230
Arthur torf  89
Harry townshend, Jr.  174
Donald true   131
russell Waldis  172
John Warfield  213
royce Watson  194
Donald Waugh  228
elmer   Weber   183
robert Whitely  138
Jack Woodward  222
William Yale  53

MARYLAND MASONIC HOMES–Wish list
By  Paula L. O’Neill, N.H.A., Executive Director

We have had a great response from members for 
donations to our ‘wish list’ and we thank you.  Please 
consider a monetary donation so we may continue to 
provide superior care and services to Masons and their 
families.  We need individual and Lodge support to 
upgrade equipment and enhance the community.  

If you have any questions or need additional infor-
mation, please contact Paula O’Neill at 410-527-1111, 
extension 3240 •

Qty. Description of need Cost Per item

88 Over Bed tables $140.00 

10 Anti-lock Brakes for Wheelchairs  $300.00 

5 Specialized eating Utensils  $ 100.00 

4 extra-wide, Deep Wheelchairs $500.00 

2 High-Back Wheelchair  $850.00

1 Hoyer Lift  $1,995.00

1 Sit-to-Stand Lift  $1,995.00

2 Battery for AeD (Automatic external 
Defibrillator)  $395.00 

2 ear thermometer  $195.00 

4 Cart for Portable Computers  $1,000.00 

3 Low Air Loss Alternating Pressure 
Mattress  $1,500.00 

1 Digital Camera  $300.00 

2 Batteries for Hoyer Lift  $120.00 

6 three-in-one Commode Seat  $150.00 

4 Aromatherapy Diffuser with Oil  $75.00 

10 Chairs for Healthcare Units  $150.00 

2 CD Players  $200.00 

thAnK you  
TO OUR LODGES
Maryland Masonic Homes relies on the Lodges to 
accurately inform their membership and support the 
efforts of Bonnie Blink.  The Lodges listed below sponsor 
the greatest number of our residents.  We thank you for 
your support!

mt. moriah #116 ...................20 Jephthah #222 ................. 8
Waverly #152 .........................8 liberty Pickering #219 .. 7
Howard #101 .........................7 Corinthian #93 ............... 5
Highland #184 ......................6 Freedom #112 ................. 4
amicable - St Johns #25 ......4 Sincerity #181 ................. 4
Pythagoras #123 ...................4 Warren #51 ...................... 4
Tuscan #202 ..........................4 Washington #3 ................ 4

also we extend a hearty thank you to the following lodges 
for inviting us to personally meet with their members and share 
information about the benefits available at bonnie blink:.

Coates #102 Corinthian #93
Friendship #84 Howard #101
ionic #145 liberty Pickering #219
mt. ararat #44 mt. moriah #116
oriental #158 Patapsco #183

if you would like to request a Presentation to be given at your 
lodge, please call Stacey Sedesse at 410-527-1111 ext. 3268 or 
email to ssedesse@mdmasonichomes.org. •©  2011 RBC Wealth Management, a division of  

RBC Capital Markets, LLC, Member NYSE/FINRA/SIPC. 

J. Todd Pauliny
Associate Vice President – 
Financial Advisor

111 Fulford Avenue, Suite B
Bel Air, MD 21014
Phone 443-402-2226
Toll Free: 866-567-0004
Fax: 443-402-2201
Todd.Pauliny@rbc.com
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mAsoniC ChArities oF mArylAnd
The Masonic Charities of Maryland (MCM) was established in 1985 by PGM C. David Haacke, to provide 
funding for programs that support, recognize and assist the youth of Maryland. Three signature initia-
tives; the Maryland student assistance Program (MsaP), the scholarship award Program, 
and the Md Child Identification Program (Md CHIP) are ongoing efforts that directly 
connect Maryland Masons to our younger generation of Maryland residents. Each of 
these programs demonstrates the commitment of Masonry to building successful 
and healthy adults. Through the benevolence of Bro. William F. and Caroline 
Hilgenberg, through a foundation established in their name, the seed money for 
Masonic Charities was secured and has been the funding source that continues to gen-
erate the financial needs of MCM programs.

mCm sCholArshiP ProgrAm
With the funding secured at the outset of mCm, students in 
maryland public high schools have been the recipients of annual 
scholarships of $1,000 each. Since 1986, more than $950,000 has 
been awarded to these outstanding scholars. each year, more 
than 500 applications are received from lodges, from which 
pool; forty-eight winners are selected by the mCm Scholarship 
Committee. Since 2008, these students have been recognized 
and honored at a banquet in June at the Grand lodge. one of 
these remarkable young scholars has also received an additional 
$5,000 scholarship, named in honor of C. David Haacke. 

This June, two of the trustees of the William F. and Caroline 
Hilgenberg Foundation, who continue to contribute to mCm 
each year, were recognized: bro. mahlon Hessey, who was a con-
temporary and co-trustee with PGm Haacke, and his nephew, 

bro. Hurst Hessey. also recognized at the banquet was bro. 
richard naegele, whose energetic and dedicated efforts as the 
mCm Scholarship Chairman contribute enormously to the suc-
cess of this ongoing program each year.

This coming year, mCm will be modifying the scholarship 
award process to encourage more lodges to become more in-
volved in this program. after all, the hard work demonstrated 
by lodges in disseminating scholarship materials to schools in 
november, collecting them in the spring, and selecting their 
winners from those applicants needs to be affirmed by a closer 
and more inclusive effort to reward lodges for all they do. in 
november, all lodges will be apprised of the new procedures to 
accommodate these changes.  •

mCm student AssistAnCe 
ProgrAm

in the mid-1980’s, the use of alcohol and other drugs by 
teenagers had become a national tragedy, compromising the 
academic success and personal safety in high school youth. To 
address this threat, masonic Charities funded the first Student 
Assistance Program training in 1986. This program brought to-
gether teams of school-based professionals–teachers, counsel-
ors, administrators, nurses, and others–to train them to identify 
these at-risk students and conduct interventions with the stu-
dents’ parents to raise their awareness of the problem in their 
children and offer free assessments by health care professionals 
to either confirm or rule out the existence of a dependency in 
these children. Those found to be so affected by substance use 
were then recommended for treatment by a certified substance 
use center, to restore the student to academic productivity. 

Since the inception of the Student Assistance Program 
(MSAP), more than 35,000 students were so identified and 
helped. every high school in maryland eventually developed a 
Student assistance team, dedicated to this effort. Since then, as 
the substance use among youth migrated to even younger chil-
dren, middle schools joined the Maryland Student Assistance 
Program. more than 8,000 school personnel have now been 
trained in this invaluable intervention strategy. now, teams in-
clude school resource officers, psychologists, secretaries, and 
many other job categories at schools. 

For more than 20 years, the training focused on alcohol and 
other drugs and was conducted by trainers from the Maryland 
Student Assistance Program Professionals Association, a state-
wide organization of mSaP members. With the emergence of 
other factors affecting today’s youth, such as depression, bul-
lying, violence, suicide, and other societal threats, the original 
mSaP training model needed to expand to include these issues. 

The training is now conducted by the National Masonic 
Foundation for Children and is called the Masonic Model 
Student Assistance Program. Two 2-day trainings are now con-
ducted each year, regionally throughout maryland. This year, 
masonic Charities has provided more than $37,000 to fund this 
valuable enterprise.

recent trainings have been held in montgomery County 
(october, 2010), Cecil County (april, 2011), Talbot County 
(october, 2011), and Washington County (april, 2012). on 
august 8th and 9th, 2012, sixty-five education and health care 
professionals in Harford County were added to the ranks of Stu-
dent assistance providers. Today’s training focuses on the devel-
opmental assets of students referred to the Student assistance 
team and the range of school levels has now expanded to include 
elementary school students as well. •
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The Grand LodGe  
& The STephen J. ponziLLo, Jr. MeMoriaL Library and MuSeuM

Thursday, OcTOber 25, 2012 aT 7pm

Free to masons, their guests and the public.  Tickets are 
required and may be secured by contacting the Grand Lodge 
Office at 410-527-0600 or by email at office@glmd.org.
a pre-performance reception will take place at 6pm in the 
Grand Lodge ballroom featuring hot and cold hors d’oeuvres, 
wine and soft drinks.  
Tickets for the reception are $25 per person, and 
 are also available through the Grand Lodge Office.


